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Block Scheduling Promotes
Positive Classroom Atmosphere

By Scott Taylor
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fock scheduling s it is
sometimes called, is

Thnlu to the 70-minute
schedule, instructors have had

Another student indicated
that the Jeagthier classes,
which only meet three days
of the week, allow for a less
mundane cdlass environ-

the time © aflow students ©©

() o | h
schools around the
country to affect the

classroom atmosphere. In
many schools, the concept s

lore the World Wide Web

done within a 40-tinute pe-
riod. After sll, computer
*startup® and “shutdown®

yroa'dum alom require 10

imposed on him or her 1 get
things done during » class.
Whmthm-ahﬂ.

ment. Finally, st least one

pupil mentioned that the

loager periods allow for

restes inierest in the subje

since the teacher is given the

opportunity to involve the
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exient
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HTHS's distinctive “brand®
of block scheduling has been
put into place, and the
sonolonous, oftentimes rou-

laaddlhon.nw
have been developed, thanks
in large part 10 the aature of

the classroom envi
can change and more positive
activities can be inplemnented.
“Learning and teaching
can be at the wotal control of
the teacher without worrying
abtout the bell ringing and ev-
eryone running 1o their next
class when block scheduling
is in effect” stressed William
Pollock, the pringipal of High
Technology High School
(HTHS). This, in wurn, pro-

Almost twice the length of a typical New Jersey high
school dass period, the “blocked™ 70-minute period is
providing a healthy atmasphere for teachers and has
been 2 major dlement In promoting 2 positive environ-
ment for the classroom and the school at large. The na-
ture of the schedule brings about s dynamic and fiexd-
ble force that drives teachers and students forward. .

vides a focused atm
for students as they follow
lhmhxu’splunvm

the schedule Por Bree days of

the -ut. freshman and

URNecessary interrup

At HTHS a student’s day b
divided ino five periods and
the typical class lasts for 70
minutes. Almost twice the
h\;tholatypalNcw)auy
high school class
’blcdd'?b»mukpu'bdh
providing a healthy
atmosphere for teachers and
has been 8 pujor element ia
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ment for the classroom and
the school at targe. The nature
of the schedhule brings about 8
dynamic and flexible force
that drives teachers and stu-
dents forward.

The positive atmosphere in
each classroom at the high
school has fostered innova-
tive lesson ideas and varied
learning strategies. A teacher
from every subject depart-

aet and other computer
on-line services. These exer-
cises have been innovative
and exciting elements of
lessons that would normally

dents pertic-
y-hh

discipline-integratd
145-miaute clases. Biology,
technology, and computer ap-
plications teachers work to-
gether to present students
with & genesal ¢ducation
course, and English, Latin, and

" atmosphere. One student

mentioned that the longsr pe-

Spadeimt

other stated that the blocked .

tme gave an “adult feeling”
to the classroom—the stu-
dents felt 2 sense of maturity.

of Bl for the teacher and the
student. No day of e week 8
siziler 1 the next or Bhe pre-
vious, as esch ome

the teacher and student with o
different schedule. -

Block scheduling is not
casy to adjust to. Students
and teachers at High Tech ex-
pressed the difficully in gear-
ing up for an extra-long activ-
¥y or discussion.

This difficult transition is
discouraging some educators
from kmplementing the ides of
block scheduling, Traditional
ideas concerning scheduling
revnain fixed and static. Block
scheduling & not necessarily s
new idea; however, if's an ides
thatis improving the
atmosphere of the dassroom
and the school

Teylor is ax Exglish teacher ot
the High Technology High
School in the Moremouth

(N Yootionsl Schodd District.




